SHERMAN'S REGIMENTS.                        8/

the middle of July ordered his armies forward. McDowell
was to attack Beauregard, and Patterson was to move
against Johnston. Sherman was put in command of a
brigade of five regiments at Fort Corcoran. This was the
Third Brigade of the First Division of McDowell's army,
the division being commanded by General Tyler, who was
a West Point man, but had as yet seen no real fighting.

Sherman took command of these troops at the beginning
of July, and at once set about preparing four of the five
regiments for service in the field. These were the Thir-
teenth New York, the Sixty-ninth New York, the Seventy-
ninth New York, and the Second Wisconsin; all volun-
teer regiments, strong and in good condition; and Sher-
man congratulated himself on having the best brigade in
the army. He had some difficulty with the New York
Sixty-ninth, an Irish regiment, which had volunteered
early in April for ninety days, but had not been mustered
in for a month thereafter. Many of the men wanted to
go home at the end of ninety days from the date of enlist-
ment, but Sherman referred the matter to the War De-
partment, and obtained an authoritative decision that the
men must serve for ninety days from the date of
mustering in.

About the middle of July the division moved forward,
and on July iSth'had a skirmish at Centreville, in which
four or five of Sherman's men were killed. This engage-
ment assured the Federal commanders of the fact that the
Rebels were in strong force just 'beyond Bull Run, and
that a serious battle was imminent. That battle occurred
on July 21st, but there is no need here to rehearse its con-
fused story in detail. It was, in Sherman's judgment,
afterward frankly expressed, one of the best-planned battles
of the war, but one of the worst fought. The Federalfamly to pack up and go home to Lancaster. He Moultriertnership dissolved, and in a very short time Sherman
